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George and Ora Lyles House

Private

Jerusalem (Poolesville vicinity)

This fine two story frame house with four rooms down
and four up is one of the largest built by black landowners
in rural Montgomery County in the first quarter of the 20th
century. Its present owner/occupant, Ora McPherson Lyles,
raised in the McPherson house next door, has a rich store
of knowledge about family and community history.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X000 —RUINS X ALTERED —_MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story house faces east and stands on the west siue of
Jerusalem Church Rd, In front of it is a well-kept lawn with shade
trees, and to the north is a small vegetable garden, To the south is
a tract also owned by the Lyles, and on that property stands a long
mobile hone,

The nhouse consists of essentially two sections: the »nriacipal
one hloct and additions on the nortlemside, The principal “loc's
is a double pile house "p nlan, having two units in front and two behind
The principal block is three oavc:ullengtp and two in cdenth., The bays
along the front lenzth are two windowes and a door placed as a side
entrance, onenwn& into a stair hall, Outside, the entire facade is
sheltered by a shed vorch cunporued by qandsowe turned wosts with
bannisters between therr, The frame is sheathed with Cerman siding,
and is topped with a hinped roof, There is a sable dormer window with
jer<in-head,

Inside the house, the front rooms are the stair hall and living
room, and behind them are the dining room and kitchen, The living room
has a number of family pictures on the wall: Charles llcPherson and
Josevhine Duffin, vnarents of Ora Lyles: Cra and George Lyles' wedding
picture: and the marriage license of her parents as well as her ovin,
l'rs., Lyles also has pictures of people special to her life, such as
a photograph of her music teacher., 1In addition, she has boolis of
noems, which she loves to read and nemorize, She also has her fami.,
Bible which contains a record of her family, and an Alrmanac of the
ear of her hirth (19924) in w“*c“ tke page and day of zer birth weswere

marzed by her mother, In the titcher is a very largce and hauncsone
wood stove) probanly of thre oa“W" 1?‘“'@ ard still in fire woriiins
condition, Upsta*rs +here are four bedroors and a hath, plus an attic,

The house also has a tasement.

Attached to the northern side of the house is the second section,
It consists of several one story frame rooms, The northwest one served
as a community grocery store operated by the Lyles, and the others
included a small restroow and a second kitchen,

To*es: Cral Interview with Cra Lyles
18€1¢ Jerusaler: Church R=d.
Jerusalem Community
August, 1978

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —__COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 _—AGRICULTURE __ECONQOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
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—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC — THEATER
__1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

1900- __COMMUNICAT!IONS __INDUSTRY __POUITICS'GOVERNMENT X OTHER (SPECIFY!

__iINVENTION
Black History
Cragger

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Henry

1924

Ford and 2

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two story house with
the largest built by Blact landowners in the first
20tk century., There were scores of log houses and
story frame houses with two rooms down and two up,
equal this one in size,

Deed TBS 258/9 shows that George and Cra Lyles

property of 3.3 acres in 1915 from the Foole family,

recalls that the house was built in 1924, She and
(now deceased) had worked in Philadelphia, New York
as a "first class butler” and a "first class cook
save
last job,

Newlang

Lyles?

Senator in Vashington, 1In 1924 they hired
Henry

ner nerson.

Tord and ,Cragcer from

1t

rioney to build this house after their marriace

she remembers, was as the coox for

Combining the costs of labor, buildlng

four rooms down and four uy is one of

guarter of the
& good many two
but very few to

purcnased this
..rs, Lyles
her husband

and New Jersey
in order to

in 1915, lirs,

the daughter of
two white carrenters

Beallsville at a rate of 72.5C vner da
A

naterials, and
Lvles

decorative trir =z the house cost a little over 52,000, ilrs.
recalls, Tor that tire, that was of course, an fornidable arnount of
soney.

After bullding the house, GCeorge Lyles worked as a track

the railroad and later worked in Rockville as
also assisted Zlmer Jones fron Jonesville, who was
carpenter,

As part of this survey, the family pkotographs
parents were recorded, as were the wedding picture
hustand, the marriaze license of
of 189L,

lirs, Lyles has an impvortant family history,
Josephine Duffin., Her grandparents were
who lived at the farm “nown as"The Pines'",
wallace Poole farm on Rt, 109,
a small loz house with two rooms down and
has cince heen nulled dowvn but the home of

e~ s T

nags
L. s 1 bl -
randy JHwrs still stanis, It neen
e
Id

two uv,

nas
Jccnroing to iirs, Lyles, t!
were the following: Alice (who lived in
husbhand was naned lJeale, or illeile);
( Who

Caleb (unkown smouse)
CONTINUE ON_ SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY family of tue

con Owwtgﬂ %&?ifnh?§888c§§fffe?ave been surveyed,

street cleaner,

her varents, and her

Jeug“%ors,
recorded as part of
children of llahalia and Joshua Duff
1 Baltirore);
Evlder (who remained single);
narried Iiildry Talley); Joseﬂhlne (who narried ”harles chnerR?n)

Josnua Duffin (his wife was not known by Mrs, Lyles
and CGassaway (remained sihgle

man on
He
a brick layer and

of
of

rirs, Lyles!
her and her
fanily almanac

Her mother was

lFahalia and Joshua Duffin,
directly west of
I'rs Lyles was raised on that farm in

the Villiam

s' house
denry and
this survey,
in
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Alice (vhose
I 'a_rv

James (si ng e

This
dn;te aroun_s' .
Tor more information
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Land Records, County Courthouse, Tockville
Oral Interviews, Ora Lyles, Jerusalen, August 1978
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I¥ NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George '/, licDaniel, Surveyor ilesley Stubbs, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sucarloaf Regional Trails August 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Bax 87 QPL.1510
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Qickerson D

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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JERUSALEM COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925

z

15.
15.

17. .

Key

WILLIAM RCEDSCN =STD.
SARAH JOHNSOM ESTD.
MILTON RARPER ST
WILLIAM LYLES 357D,
SUSAN PEDCTOR #57D.
FRANK DORSEY ZSTD.
GBORGE DORSEY E2S7D.
1st CLARKE BOVE (log)

. 2nd CLARKE SDME (‘rame)

JERUSALEM PARSORAGE
JERUSALEM CHTACE
VILLIAM DORSEY 357D.
JAMES TORSEY 3S5TD.
WILLIAM MOORE ITD.
BARTLEY MOORE ISTD.
DAVID COPELAND ESTD.
ROBERT VILLIAMS 3IS°D.
VALLACE HAMILIOR BSTD.
DENNIS EAMILTON BSTD.
CHARLES McPHERSON ESTD.
LIZZIE GRIMES 3STD.
GEDRGE LYLES ESTD.

3.22 .
2.00 AC.
1.00 AC.
2.00 A&C.
1.00 &
2.90 XC.
4.75 &
L.50 &

1.50 &C.
0.50 AC.
2.00 &
3.00 &C.
7.00 &
2.00 A&C.
3.75 &C.
2.50 AC.
9.66 &C.
11.00 AC.
4.00 .
3.00 AC.

PARCEL 30UNDARY ——
FENCED PARCEL BDY. commm

FENCE ———-
DIRT ROAD — ==
LANE prese—
PATH o - e
STREAM FLOW o~

so0ft

JOHN HARPER HSTD.
JOHN HALIMAN BHSTD.

DWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE *
HSTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

1.00 K.
10.00 AC.
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